
You might associate Dublin with the 
traditional stereotypes: Jameson, 
Molly Malone and Guinness but this 
bustling city has so much more than 
those old clichés.

A true world city and influential 
cultural capital, Dublin is brilliant for a 
weekend getaway for friends, couples 
and groups alike. Here’s what to do 
with 48 hours. 

When you arrive at Dublin Airport, make sure to pick 
up a Dublin Pass from the Visit Dublin Tourist Office in 
the Arrivals terminal.

It costs €55 for two days or €35 for one day, and it will get 
you into most of the local tourist attractions, like the Dublin 
Zoo, the James Joyce Centre, and the AquaZone at the 
National Aquatic Centre.

From the airport, you’ll find that it’s really straightforward to 
get to the city centre. Your best bet is to take the Airlink 747 
straight from the airport for €10 return. It will drop you off at 
a variety of locations throughout the city. The Dublin Pass 
includes free travel to city centre. Free one-way transfer 
from Dublin Airport to Dublin City with Aircoach.

You’ll be able to check into your hotel in the afternoon, but 
you can always drop your luggage off before you head out 
exploring. If you’re looking for a luxury option, The Morgan 
in the city centre is beautiful. The rates are quite reasonable 
at the Central Hotel which is in a great central location, as 
well as at the Ashling Hotel which is close to Phoenix Park. 
On average, hotel prices range from around €25 per night 
for a hostel to €150 and up for a 5* hotel.

You’ve got to have an Irish fry up whilst you’re in Dublin. Visit 
a local café like Honest to Goodness (located at 25 Market 
Arcade, Georges Street) for a charming (and scrumptious!) 
experience that will cost you about €10. After breakfast, 
spend some time shopping at the nearby George’s Street 
Arcade. It’s Europe’s oldest shopping centre, and full of 
unique shops from vintage fashion to a hat shop that will suit 
any fancy.

From here, you’ll be close to the River Liffey which divides 
Dublin into North and South. If you love history, visit the 
Trinity College campus which houses the Book of Kells. 
The cost of admission is €9 for adults.

DAY 1 Morning
If you still fancy exploring some historical 
venues, the Kilmainham Gaol Museum should 
not be missed, and you can use your Dublin 
Pass for entry. Otherwise, take a stroll through 
town until you get to Fleet Street. You’ll find 
Temple Bar, where you can pass the afternoon 
people watching and listening to traditional, live 
Irish music. 

DAY 1 Afternoon

Café en Seine on Dawson Street is an 
eclectic continental inspired restaurant 
that offers an array of delicious cocktails in 
their three story bar and a menu that has 
something to offer everyone, ranging from 
sharing platters to European classics like 
confit duck. A meal for two will come to 
around €50 including a few drinks. 

DAY 1 Dinner

When you’ve finished your meal, why not see 
Dublin at night with the Ghostbus tour? For 
€28, you’ll visit some of Dublin’s hidden gems, 
and explore some of the sites that inspired 
some of Ireland’s most famous writers. 
Did you know that Bram Stoker (author of 
‘Dracula’) lived in Dublin for a while? 

DAY 1 Evening
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http://www.dublinairport.com/home.aspx
http://www.dublinpass.ie/default.aspx
http://www.dublinzoo.ie/default.aspx
http://www.dublinzoo.ie/default.aspx
http://jamesjoyce.ie/
http://www.aquazone.ie/
http://www.aquazone.ie/
http://www.dublinbus.ie/Your-Journey1/Timetables/Airport-Services/
http://www.themorgan.com/
http://www.centralhoteldublin.com/
http://www.ashlinghotel.ie/
http://www.honesttogoodness.ie/Honest_To_Goodness/Welcome_.html
http://www.georgesstreetarcade.com/
http://www.georgesstreetarcade.com/
http://www.tcd.ie/Library/bookofkells/
http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/dublin/kilmainhamgaol/
http://www.thetemplebarpub.com/
http://www.cafeenseine.ie/
http://www.dublinsightseeing.ie/ghostbus/index.aspx
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Make your way to the National Gallery of Ireland 
(on Merrion Square West) to see a brilliant 
collection from famous names and talented Irish 
artists alike. Alternatively, stroll across the river 
to Moore Street Market where you can pick up 
something to eat from the vendors who’ll treat you 
to an authentic Dublin experience.  

DAY 2 Morning

Make the most of Dublin’s burgeoning modern 
dining scene. Visit the Davy Byrnes gastro pub for 
a taste of contemporary Irish food. Starters begin 
at €6, and mains from €9. Their beautiful menu 
offers favourites like traditional Irish Stew or bangers 
and mash, alongside dishes that make use of the 
seafood available just off the coast of Ireland. 

DAY 2 Dinner

Grafton Street is probably one of Dublin’s most 
famous streets, and if you like shopping this is 
an ideal destination. It’s chock-a-block with familiar 
and independent stores. If shopping isn’t your thing, 
The Iveagh Gardens (on Clonmel Street) designed in 
1865, are beautiful.

The Guinness Brewery Tour (St James’s Gate) is 
an absolute must and included in the Dublin Pass. 
Spend a few hours wandering around the storehouse 
to get an idea of how Guinness is made and you’ll get 
to pour your own. Don’t forget the souvenirs!

DAY 2 Afternoon

Visit the Porterhouse for a few drinks on your last 
night. This brew pub was the first craft brewery in 
Ireland, and they make their own ales, lagers, and 
stouts alongside a range of seasonal and 
specialty brews. 

DAY 2 Evening
Irish Stew

Take a step back in time and 
experience one of Dublin’s 
oldest heritage sites. A leading 
visitor attraction and a place 
of pilgrimage for almost 1,000 
years, Christ Church Cathedral 

is renowned for its breath-taking 
beauty, magnificent architectural 
features and for being the final 
resting place of Strongbow, 
leader of the Anglo-Normans who 
captured Dublin in 1170.

Don’t miss the famous 12th-Century 
Crypt, one of the largest in Britain 
and Ireland, and unique in running 
the entire length of the cathedral.

What else could you do?

Contributed by Christ Church Cathedral

The Official Dublin Tourist Board 
Visit Dublin recommends
• Get around with Dublin Bikes! There are 500 
 bikes throughout the city, and the first 30   
 minutes are free.

• St. Stephen’s Green is a peaceful Georgian gem 
 that will help you relax from the hustle and   
 bustle of the city.

• Get out of the city. Take the bus to visit 
 Ardgillan Castle (in Balbriggan, Co, Dublin) 
 and Demesne which looks out over the Irish Sea. 

• Check out Parliament St. and Capel St. for budget 
 friendly eating options. 

When Should You Go? 
Dublin’s climate is relatively similar to that of the 
UK, with the sunniest months being May and June 
and high temperatures of around 20°C, and you can 
expect the most rain in October, and the least in 
February. It’s temperate all year round with lows of 
just 5°C, which means that Dublin’s a brilliant spot 
for a lovely holiday any time of the year. 

Ready to book your city break to Dublin? 
Visit http://www.cheapflights.co.uk for 
great deals on flights.

http://www.nationalgallery.ie/
http://www.davybyrnes.com/
http://graftonstreet.ie/
http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/dublin/theiveaghgardens/
http://www.guinness-storehouse.com/en/Index.aspx
http://www.porterhousebrewco.com/
http://www.christchurchdublin.ie/
http://www.visitdublin.com/
http://www.dublinbikes.ie/
http://ardgillanskerries.com/
http://www.cheapflights.co.uk

